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In v a sio n  fro m  E tern ity T im e  
a n d  M y th  in  M id d le - e a r th
Sally Bartlett
M yths a r e  " l i e s  and t h r e f o r e  w o r th le s s  
ev en  th o u g h  b r e a th e d  th ro u g h  s i l v e r , "  C .S . 
L ew is once s a id  b e f o r e  h i s  c o n v e r s io n  to  
C h r i s t i a n i t y .  I t  i s  J .R .R .  T o l k i e n 's  r e p ly  
t h a t  i n t e r e s t s  u s .  "N o ,"  s a id  T o lk ie n ,  " th e y  
a r e  n o t  l i e s , "  a d d in g  t h a t  man i s  n o t  u l t i ­
m a te ly  a l i a r .  He comes from  C od, and a l ­
th o u g h  he may " p e r v e r t  h i s  th o u g h ts  i n t o  
l i e s , "  h i s  im a g in a t iv e  i n v e n t i o n s  ( i . e . ,  
m y th s)  o r i g i n a t e  in  God. T h e r e f o r e ,  man i s  
f u l f i l l i n g  G o d 's  p u rp o se  when he c r e a t e s  
t h e s e  s t o r i e s .  He i s  r e f l e c t i n g  v a r io u s  
c o l o r s  r e f r a c t e d  from  th e . w h ite  l i g h t  o f  
t r u t h .  The pagan  m yths a r e  n e v e r  j u s t  l i e s ;  
T o lk ie n  s a i d ,  " t h e r e  i s  a lw a y s  so m e th in g  o f 
th e  t r u t h  in  th e m ."  A f te r  some d i s c u s s i o n ,  
L ew is com m ented t h a t  C h r i s t i a n i t y  i s  th e  o ld  
myth o f  th e  " d y in g  god" a l l  o v e r  a g a i n ,  to  
w hich  T o lk ie n  r e p l i e d :
Y es, e x c e p t  t h a t  h e re  i s  a r e a l  
D ying God, w ith  a p r e c i s e  l o c a t i o n  
in  h i s t o r y  and d e f i n i t e  h i s t o r i c a l  
c o n s e q u e n c e s .  The a id  m yth h as  
become a f a c t .  B ut i t  s t i l l  
r e t a i n s  th e  c h a r a c t e r  o f  m y th .l
T o l k i e n 's  p o in t  can  be se e n  m ore c l e a r l y  in  
t h i s  s t a t e m e n t :  Myth became f a c t  th ro u g h  
h i s t o r y  in  th e  p e rs o n  o f  J e s u s  C h r i s t .  We 
c a n , t h e r e f o r e ,  c a l l  th e  C h r i s t i a n  s t o r y  th e  
M y th ic  F a c t  (my te r m ) ,  b e c a u s e ,  f o r  C h r i s ­
t i a n s ,  i t  i s  f a c t  w ith  m y th ic  s i g n i f i c a n c e .
T o lk ie n  u se d  t h i s  p r i n c i p l e  when he 
fo rg e d  M id d le  e a r t h .  He w an ted  to  C r e a te  a
m y th , so he fo l lo w e d  th e  exam ple  o f  th e  a n ­
c i e n t  m y th ic  p o e t s .  M id d le - e a r th ,  th e n  i s  a 
r e f r a c t i o n  o f t r u t h .  I t  i s  n o t  -just f i c t i o n ,  
f o r  i t  do es  w hat a l l  myth d o e s ; i t  r e f l e c t s  
th e  M yth ic  F a c t ,  and t h e r e f o r e ,  h as  f r a g m e n ts  
o f  t r u t h  in  i t .
T o lk ie n  lo o k s  a t  h im s e lf  a s  a " s u b ­
c r e a t o r "  c r e a t i n g  b e c a u s e  he was made in  th e  
im age o f  a c r e a t o r . 2 R ic h a rd  P u r t i l l  e x ­
p l a i n s  t h i s  v iew  in  Lord  o f  th e  E lv e s  and 
E l d i l s :
L ik e  a l l  good s t o r i e s ,  i t  [ T o l ­
k i e n 's  s t o r y ]  e c h o e s  o f  o t h e r s ,  
i n c lu d in g  th e  g r e a t e s t  o f  a l l  
s t o r i e s — w hich  T o lk ie n  b e l i e v e s  i s  
a t r u e  s t o r y - - t h e  l i f e  o f 
C h r i s t . 3
B ecau se  th e  l i f e  o f  C h r i s t  i s  e t e r n i t y  and 
h i s t o r y  co m b in ed , any s t o r y  w hich m i r r o r s  
t h a t  l i f e  m ust r e f l e c t  a l l  o f  h i s t o r y  and a 
b i t  o f  e t e r n i t y  a s  w e l l .  G.K. C h e s te r to n  
s u p p o r t s  t h i s  s ta t e m e n t  in  s a y in g :
The o n ly  r i g h t  way o f  t e l l i n g  a 
s t o r y  i s  to  b e g in  a t  th e  b e g in ­
n in g — a t  th e  b e g in n in g  o f  th e  
w o r ld .  T h e r e f o r e ,  a l l  books have 
to  b e g in  in  th e  w rong p la c e  f o r  th e  
sa k e  o f b r e v i t y . 4
T o lk ie n  o p en s h i s  s t o r y  even  b e f o r e  th e  
b e g in n in g  o f  th e  w o r ld ,  and th u s  r e v e a l s  th e  
c r e a t i o n  o f  th e  u n i v e r s e .  In  The S i l m a r i l -
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l i o n  , th e  m y th ic a l  b a c k d ro p  f o r  The Lord  o f  
th e  R in g s  and i t s  p r e lu d e ,  The H o b b i t , b o th  
th e  e t e r n a l  and h i s t o r i c a l  e le m e n ts  a r e  r e ­
v e a le d  :
T h e re  was E ru , th e  One, who in  Arda 
i s  c a l l e d  I l u v a t o r ;  and he made th e  
f i r s t ,  th e  A in u r , th e  Holy O nes, 
t h a t  w ere th e  o f f s p r i n g  o f  h i s  
th o u g h t ,  and th e y  w ere w ith  him 
b e f o r e  o u g h t e l s e  was made.
Then th e  v o ic e s  o f  th e  A in u r , l i k e  
u n to  h a rp s  and l u t e s  and p ip e s  and 
t r u m p e ts ,  and v i o l s  and o r g a n s ,  
l i k e  c o u n t l e s s  c h o i r s  s in g in g  w ith  
w ords began to  f a s h io n  th e  them e o f 
I l u v a t o r  to  a g r e a t  m u s ic ; and a 
sound a r o s e  o f  e n d le s s  i n t e r c h a n g ­
in g  m e lo d ie s ,  woven in  harm ony t h a t  
p a s se d  beyond h e a r in g  i n t o  th e  
d e p th s  and i n t o  h e ig h ts , .  and th e  
p la c e s  o f  th e  d w e ll in g  o f  I l u v a t o r  
w ere f i l l e d  to  o v e r f lo w in g ,  and th e  
m usic  and th e  echo  o f  th e  m usic 
w ent o u t i n t o  th e  V o id , and i t  was 
n o t  v o id . 5
T h is  i s  th e  c r e a t i o n  o f  a new W orld . T h e re  
i s ,  w i th in  t h i s  s t o r y ,  b o th  a v i s io n  o f  e t e r ­
n i t y  and an a c c o u n t o f  th e  b e g in n in g  o f  h i s ­
t o r y .  B oth  th e s e  d im e n s io n s  a r e  n e c e s s a r y  i f  
th e  n a tu r e  o f  myth i s  to  c o n ta in  an echo  o f 
th e  n a tu r e  o f  C h r i s t ,  And T o lk ie n  b e l ie v e d  
t h a t  i f  a s t o r y  i s  to  have m y th ic  s i g n i f i ­
c a n c e ,  i t  m ust echo  th e  t r u e  s t o r y ,  th e  l i f e  
o f  C h r i s t ;  i t  m ust d e a l  w ith  e t e r n a l  t h i n g s  
and u n v e i l  a h i s t o r y  p e rm e a te d  w ith  e t e r n i t y .
The G e n e s is  a c c o u n t o f  c r e a t i o n  a l s o  h as  
e le m e n ts  o f h i s t o r y  and e t e r n i t y .  The M yth ic  
F a c t  o r  w hat C .S . L ew is c a l l s  th e  C hosen 
M ythology  ( i . e . ,  a myth t o l d  by God, Him­
s e l f ) , 6 s e t s  an exam ple o f  good s to r y  t e l l i n g  
by u s in g  e t e r n i t y  and h i s t o r y  a s  i n d i s p e n s i -  
b le  p a r t s  o f  i t s  n a r r a t i v e .  The B i b l i c a l  
s t a te m e n t  " In  th e  b e g in n in g  God c r e a t e d  th e  
h e a v e n s  and th e  e a r t h " 7 r e v e a l s  an e t e r n i t y  
t h a t  e x i s t s  b e f o r e  c r e a t i o n  and a h i s t o r y  
t h a t  b e g in s  a t  c r e a t i o n .
Thus when C h r i s t  s a y s ,  " I  am th e  A lpha 
and th e  Omega— th e  f i r s t  and th e  l a s t , " 8 
C h r i s t i a n s  can f in d  s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e i r  v iew  
t h a t  C h r i s t  s t a r t e d  h i s t o r y  a s  th e  word o f  
God by s p e a k in g  c r e a t i o n  i n t o  e x i s t e n c e  and 
t h a t -  He w i l l  be th e  One W h o w il l  end h i s t o r y  
when tim e  h as  ru n  i t s  c o u r s e .  In  o r d e r  to  
f u l f i l l  th e  p u rp o se  o f  m y th ,_  b o th  th e  B ib le  
and T o l k i e n 's  t a l e  w i l l  n o t o n ly  have to  show 
h i s t o r y ' s  o r i g i n ;  th e y  w i l l  have to  r e v e a l  
th e  end o f  h i s t o r y  a s  w e l l ,  and in c lu d e  
enough in f o r m a t io n  a b o u t th e  p e r io d  w i th in  
h i s t o r y ' s  b o u n d a r ie s  to  show a p u r p o s e f u l  
s y s t e m a t i c  c o n d e n s a t io n  o f  e t e r n i t y  i n t o  
h i s t o r y .  The e v e n ts  to  be in c lu d e d  in  T o l­
k i e n 's  work a r e  s p e c i f i c a l l y  th o s e  w hich  
m ir r o r  th e  m a jo r com ponen ts o f  th e  C h r i s t i a n  
s t o r y .  T hese  com ponen ts a r e  c r e a t i o n ,  d e g e n ­
e r a t i o n ,  s a c r i f i c e ,  and r e n e w a l .  G e n e s is  
i l l u s t r a t e s  th e  c r e a t i o n  and th e  d e g e n e r a t io n  
w hich o c c u r s  when Adam and Eve d is o b e y  God
and e a t  from  th e  t r e e  o f  th e  know ledge o f 
good and e v i l .  C o n s e q u e n t ly ,  n o t  o n ly  man 
b u t c r e a t i o n  i t s e l f  i s  s u b j e c t  to  c o r r u p t i o n .  
The s a c r i f i c e  o f  th e  C h r i s t i a n  s t o r y  o c c u rs  
when J e s u s ,  th e  God-m an, d i e s  to  a to n e  f o r  
m a n 's  s i n  w hich  h as  become a c o n g e n i t a l  d i s ­
e a s e ,  p a s s e d  down th ro u g h  th e  a g e s .  C h r i s t  
th e r e b y  s a v e s  h u m an ity  and th e  r e s u l t  o f  t h i s  
v i c t o r y  i s  re n e w a l f o r  b o th  th e  s o u l s  o f  men 
and th e  c r e a t e d  u n iv e r s e  a s  w e l l .  E very  good 
myth may be se e n  to  c o n ta in  t h e s e  e le m e n ts .  
The B ib l e ,  a s  G o d 's  ch o sen  m y th o lo g y , r e v e a l s  
them ; t h a t  i s ,  th e  C h r i s t i a n  myth r e f l e c t s  
t r u t h  more p e r f e c t l y ,  b e c a u se  i t  i s  God t e l l ­
in g  p e o p le  a b o u t h im s e l f .
T o l k i e n 's  m yth , on th e  o th e r  h an d , does 
n o t c o v e r  su c h  a v a s t  e x p a n se  o f  h i s t o r y .  I t  
r e c o u n ts  o n ly  th e  F i r s t ,  S eco n d , and T h ird  
a g e s  o f  M id d le - E a r th ;  th e  end o f  h i s t o r y  i s  
n o t c l e a r l y  f o r e t o l d .  Y et t h i s  im p e r f e c t  
v i s i o n  i s  s t i l l  a myth b e c a u se  a l l  th e  e l e -  
m e n ts -o f  th e  C h r i s t i a n  s t o r y  a r e  p r e s e n t  bn a 
s m a l le r  s c a l e  in  each  a g e . T o lk ie n  p ro v id e s  
h i n t s  o f  w hat i s  to  come a s  a l l  good m yth h as  
a lw a y s  d o n e . Each age o f  M id d le - e a r th  c o n ­
t a i n s  an exam ple- o f  c r e a t i o n ,  d e g e n e r a t io n ,  
s a c r i f i c e ,  and re n e w a l .
S in c e  a l l  th e s e  com p o n en ts  o c c u r  in  
e v e ry  age  o f  t h i s  p r e - C h r i s t i a n  h i s t o r y  and 
b e c a u se  T o lk ie n  h a s  p la c e d  h i s  w o rld  w i th in  
o u r own, we can  assum e t h a t  he i s  u n v e i l in g  a 
s y s te m a t ic  v iew  o f h i s t o r y ,  in  w hich each  
m y th ic  t a l e  c o n s t i t u t e s  an a g e , and each  age 
i s  a r e f l e c t i o n  o f  th e  C hosen M y th o lo g y , th e  
b o u n d a r ie s  o f  w hich a r e  th e  en d s o f  t im e .  
A ll  p r e v io u s  and f u t u r e  m y th s , th e n ,  have  a 
p la c e  in  h i s t o r y ' s  p r o g r e s s io n  to w ard  e t e r ­
n i t y .  T h is  e s s a y  w i l l  now exam ine The S ilm a -  
r i l l i o n , p o in t in g  o u t  ea c h  o f  th e  fo u r  m a jo r 
co m p o n en ts  o f  th e  C h r i s t i a n  myth a s  r e v e a le d  
in  e ach  o f  th e  t h r e e  a g e s  o f  M id d le - e a r th .
The c r e a t i o n  com ponent i s  r e v e a le d  in  
th e  f i r s t  age o f  Arda when th e  V a la r ,  A in u r 
w hich  Eru had s e n t  to  E a r th  to  te n d  and to  
c o n t in u e  h i s  c r e a t i v e  p r o c e s s ,  w orked u n t i l  
th e  w o rld  was c i r c u l a r  and f l a t ,  w ith  sym m et­
r i c a l  d im e n s io n s  and te m p e ra te  w e a th e r .  At 
t h i s  p o i n t ,  M elkor a g a in  e n t e r s  th e  p i c t u r e  
m aking war upon th e  V a la r ,  and m ars th e  sym­
m e try  o f  th e  la n d s  and w a te r s  o f  A rd a . Thus 
en d s  th e  S p r in g  o f  Arda ( p .  3 7 ) . A f te r  th e  
b i r t h  o f  th e  E lv e s ,  M elkor c o n ju r e s  l i e s  and 
j e a l o u s i e s  in  th e  m inds o f  t h e s e  F i r s t  C h i l ­
d re n  to w ard  th o s e  who come l a t e r ,  a r a c e  
known a s  Men. The f i r s t  f o l l y  o f  l i s t e n i n g  
to  l i e s  w hich  c a u se  s t r i f e  be tw een  r a c e s  
c o n t in u e s  to  work i t s  m a l ic e  u n t i l  e l f  f i g h t s  
w ith  e l f  in  th e  K in s la y in g  a t  A lq u a lo n d e , 
w here th e  h o s t s  o f  F e a n o r  k i l l  t h e i r  own 
r e l a t i v e s ,  in  t h e i r  w i l l f u l  r e j e c t i o n  o f  th e  
V a l a r 's  command to  re m a in  in  th e  B le s s e d  
R ealm . They s t e a l  th e  w h ite  s h ip s  o f  th e  
T e l e r i  f o r  u se  in  c r o s s in g  o v e r  to  th e  la n d s  
o f  M id d le - e a r th .  E lv e s  c o n t in u e  to  s t r i v e  
a g a i n s t  o th e r  r a c e s  and even  t h e i r  own k in  
th ro u g h o u t  th e  F i r s t  Age. T h e ir  d is o b e d ie n c e  
o f  th e  th e  V a l a r 's  command r e s u l t s  in  an 
e x i l e  im posed  by th e  V a la r  so  t h a t  th e y  can 
no lo n g e r  r e t u r n .  T h is  a c t  r e s e m b le s  Adam 
and E v e 's  e x i l e  from  th e  G arden  o f  E den .
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Many so rro w s  come upon M id d le - e a r th  a s  a 
r e s u l t  o f  t h i s  p r i d e f u l  d i s o b e d ie n c e ,  i n ­
c lu d in g  th e  K in -s la y in g s   t h a t  p e r s i s t  th r o u g h ­
o u t th e  a g e . T h is  w i l l f u l  r e b e l l i o n  i s  th e  
f a l l  w hich  m arks th e  d e g e n e r a t io n  com ponent 
o f  th e  F i r s t  Age. V a l in o r  i s  e x c lu d e d  from  
t h i s  d e g e n e r a t io n  and can  th u s  be c o n s id e r e d  
heav en  on e a r t h ,  a re m in d e r  o f  w hat th e  w orld  
c o u ld  have b e e n .
E a r e n d i l  t a k e s  i t  upon h im s e lf  to  make 
th e  s a c r i f i c e  w hich  u l t i m a t e l y  r e s u l t s  in  th e  
re n e w a l o f  Arda and th e  d e th r o n in g  o f  M e lk o r. 
He d e c id e s  i t  i s  n e c e s s a r y  to  d is o b e y  th e  Ban 
o f th e  V a la r  by s a i l i n g  to  th e  B le s s e d  Realm 
to  a sk  f o r g iv e n e s s  and a id  f o r  M id d le - e a r th .  
In  s a i l i n g  w es t he r i s k s  d e a th .  T h is  s e l f ­
l e s s  a c t  and p le a  f o r  p a rd o n  p a r a l l e l s  
C h r i s t ' s  s e l f l e s s  d e a th  f o r  th e  f o r g iv e n e s s  
o f  m e n 's  s i n s  i n  th e  C h r i s t i a n  m y th o lo g y . 
L ik e  C h r i s t ,  E a r e n d i l  do es n o t d i e ;  u n l ik e  
C h r i s t  n e i t h e r  do es he r e t u r n  from  V a l in o r ,  
h eav en  on E a r th .  T h is  show s t h a t  E a r e n d i l 's  
s t o r y  i s  o n ly  a h o p e fu l  a p p ro x im a tio n  o f  th e  
s a c r i f i c i a l  com ponent o f  th e  C h r i s t i a n  m yth . 
I t  d o es  h o w ev e r, c o n ta in  th e  m ost im p o r ta n t  
e le m e n t o f  t h i s  t a l e ;  h i s  p r a y e r  i s  g r a n t e d .  
Ulmo i m i t a t e s  C h r i s t ' s  own w ords when he 
e m p h a s iz e s  E a r e n d i l 's  c o n q u e s t  o f  d e a th  in  
l i v i n g  a f t e r  r e a c h in g  th e  u n d y in g  l a n d s :  
"F o r t h i s  he was born  i n t o  th e  w o r ld ,"  s a y s  
Ulmo ( p .  2 4 9 ) .  "F o r t h i s  I  was b o rn  and f o r  
t h i s  I have  come i n t o  th e  w o r l d . . . , "  s a y s  
C h r i s t  in  S t .  Jo h n  1 8 :3 7 . T h e r e f o r e ,  U lm o 's  
s ta te m e n t  i n d i c a t e s  p r o v i d e n t i a l  and p u rp o s e ­
f u l  c o n t r o l  o f  h i s t o r y .
A f te r  th e  p a rd o n , V a la r  p r e p a r e s  f o r  
b a t t l e ;  th e  H o s ts  o f  Heaven on E a r th  m arch 
a g a i n s t  th o s e  who w ant to  t u r n  Arda i n t o  a 
l i v i n g  h e l l .  M orgoth  i s  h u r le d  upon h i s  f a c e  
and bound in  A n g a in o r; h i s  crow n i s  tu rn e d  
i n t o  h i s  c o l l a r  and h i s  head i s  bowed to  h i s  
k n e e s  in  f o r c e d  h u m i l i t y .  Now th e  w o rld  i s  
re a d y  f o r  r e n e w a l .  T h is  s e c t i o n  e c h o e s  th e  
L a s t  B a t t l e ,  w h ich  th e  Book o f R e v e la t io n  
t e l l s  us w i l l  o c c u r  a t  th e  end o f  t im e .  
C h r i s t  w i l l  be v i c t o r i o u s  and th e  w o rld  w i l l  
be r e s t o r e d .  The re n e w a l o f  M id d le - e a r th  
comes a t  th e  b e g in n in g  o f  th e  Second Age when 
th e  i s l a n d ,  N um inor, i s  m o ld ed . T h is  e v e n t  
c o n s t i t u t e s  th e  re n e w a l com ponent o f  th e  
F i r s t  Age and  th e  c r e a t i o n  com ponent o f  th e  
Second Age. The F i r s t  Age o f  M id d le - e a r th  
h a s  now been  r e v e a le d  a s  a summary s ta te m e n t  
o f  th e  " them e o f  I l u v a t o r " ,  a r e v e l a t i o n  o f 
h i s  p la n  f o r  th e  f u l l n e s s  o f  t im e .  T h is  
th em e , r e v e a le d  to  us in  th e  C h r i s t i a n  s t o r y ,  
i s  th e  same them e t h a t  th e  A in u r p la y  o u t  in  
t h e i r  symphony to  Eru b e f o r e  th e  c r e a t i o n  o f 
A rd a . "B eh o ld  y o u r M u s ic ,"  I l u v a t o r  s a y s  a s  
he r e v e a l s  th e  h i s t o r y  o f  a w o rld  y e t  to  
com e, " t h i s  i s  y o u r m i n s t r e l s y ;  and each  o f  
you s h a l l  f i n d  c o n ta in e d  h e r e i n ,  am id th e  
d e s ig n  t h a t  I  s e t  b e f o r e  yo u , a l l  th o s e  
t h i n g s  w hich  i t  may seem t h a t  h e ,  h im s e l f ,  
d e v is e d  o r  a d d e d . And th o u  M e lk o r , w i l t  
d i s c o v e r  a l l  th e  s e c r e t  th o u g h ts  o f  th y  m ind , 
and w i l t  p e r c e iv e  t h a t  th e y  a r e  b u t  a p a r t  o f 
th e  w hole and t r i b u t a r y  to  i t s  g lo r y "  (p .  
1 7 ) .  H ere th e  c y c l i c a l  them e o f  c r e a t i o n ,  
d e g e n e r a t io n ,  s a c r i f i c e ,  and re n e w a l i s  m an i­
f e s t .
The c r e a t i o n  o f  N um inor, a s  we have  s a id  
e a r l i e r ,  i s  th e  b e g in n in g  o f  th e  Second Age 
and th e  end o f  th e  F i r s t  Age, c r e a t i o n  and 
re n e w a l in  th e  same a c t .  The S i l m a r i l l i o n  
s t a t e s  t h a t  a l th o u g h  M orgoth was s h u t  beyond 
th e  w o rld  in  a v o id ,  " h i s  w i l l  re m a in e d  and 
g u id e d  h i s  s e r v a n t s ,  m oving them  e v e r  to  
th w a r t  th e  V a la r  and to  d e s t r o y  th o s e  t h a t  
obeyed  them " ( p .  2 6 0 ) . M e lk o r 's  o m n ip re s e n t  
w i l l  p r o v id e s  an o p p o r tu n i ty  f o r  I l u v a t o r ' s  
c y c l i c a l  them e to  a g a in  be p la y e d  o u t in  
h i s t o r y .  W ith o u t th e  c a t a l y s t  o f  M e lk o r 's  
w i l l ,  M id d le - e a r th  would rem ain  in  i t s  r e ­
newed s t a t e ,  d e g e n e r a t io n  would n o t o c c u r ,  
and th e  c y c le  w ould s to p ,  n e v e r  r e a c h in g  th e  
h i s t o r i c a l  e v e n ts  w ith  e t e r n a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e .  
T h a t i s ,  C h r i s t  w ould n o t p e rfo rm  th e  C h r i s ­
t i a n  s a c r i f i c e  in  h i s t o r y  and th e  f o u r - f o l d  
them e o f I l u v a t o r  would rem a in  in c o m p le te .  
We now se e  t h a t  M o rg o th 's  d e v ic e s  t r u l y  a r e  
woven i n t o  E r u 's  u l t i m a t e  th e m a t ic  s t a t e m e n t .
The f a l l  o f  th e  Second Age h ap p e n s  in  
much th e  same way a s  th e  f a l l  o f, th e  F i r s t  
Age. The a c t u a l  f a l l  o f  th e  F i r s i ;  Age i s  n o t 
F e a n o r 's  d i s o b e d ie n c e ,  b u t th e  e l v e s '  l i s t e n ­
in g  to  th e  l i e s  o f  M e lk o r. T h is  c a u s e s  a l l  
th e  f u t u r e  t r o u b l e s  o f  th e  a g e . In  th e  S ec ­
ond Age, men n o t o n ly  s t r i v e  a g a i n s t  t h e i r  
own k in  and e x e r c i s e  d o m in a tio n  o v e r  them , 
b u t th e y  c e a s e  even  to  r e c o g n iz e  t h e i r  own 
d e p e n d e n c e  on V a la r .  The k in g  o f  Numinor 
f o o l i s h l y  l i s t e n s  to  S a u ro n , th e  c h i e f  s e r ­
v a n t o f  M o rg o th , who s e t s  up h i s  own rea lm  
som etim e- a f t e r  th e  e n d in g  o f th e  F i r s t  Age. 
The King o f N um inor, w ish in g  to  become w orld  
r u l e r ,  and h e a r in g  o f  S a u r o n 's  s t r e n g t h ,  
dem ands h i s  o b e d ie n c e .  S a u ro n , r e a l i z i n g  th e  
k i n g 's  l u s t ,  s e e k s  to  u se  i t  by f e ig n in g  
s u b m is s io n .
As c h i e f  a d v i s o r  to  th e  k in g  ( p .  2 1 1 ) , 
S au ro n  s a y s  o f  th e  V a la r :
For th e y  a r e  th e  o r a c l e s  o f 
t h i s  E ru , w hich  sp e a k s  o n ly  w hat 
th e y  w i l l .  But he t h a t  i s  t h e i r  
m a s te r  s h a l l  y e t  p r e v a i l ,  and he 
w i l l  d e l i v e r  you a l l  from  t h i s  
phan tom ; and h i s  name i s  M e lk o r,
Lord  o f  A l l ,  G iv e r o f  F reedom , and 
he s h a l l  make you s t r o n g e r  th a n  
th e y  ( p .  2 7 2 ) .
L i s t e n in g  to  t h i s  a d v ic e  i s  th e  f i r s t  and 
g r e a t e s t  s in  o f  th e  men o f Numinor in  th e  
Second Age. The w o rsh ip  o f  I l u v a t o r  and th e  
upkeep  o f  h i s  te m p le  i s  s u b s e q u e n t ly  a b a n ­
d o n ed . In  t h e i r  p r i d e ,  th e  men o f  Numinor 
b re a k  th e  Ban o f  th e  V a la r  and s a i l  w estw ard  
to  ta k e ' from  them  e t e r n a l  l i f e  w i th in  th e  
c o n f in e s  o f  A rd a . In  t h e i r  f o o l i s h n e s s , th e y  
make war upon even  th e  V a la r .  A m andil makes 
th e  a r c h e ty p a l  s a c r i f i c e ,  t h a t  o f  g o in g  to  
th e  V a la r  to  a sk  d e l iv e r a n c e  f o r  N um inor, b u t 
Numinor a s  a w hole can  n o t be sav ed  by h i s  
p l e a .  The V a la r  have  done t h i s  o n ce  w ith  th e  
e lv e s  and w i l l  n o t  do i t  a g a in .  S t i l l ,  j u s t  
a s  in  N o a h 's  t im e ,  the" F a i t h f u l ,  th o s e  who 
re m a in e d  f r i e n d l y  w ith  th e  e lv e s  who b r in g  
m e ssag es  and g i f t s  from  V a l in o r ,  a r e  s p a re d  
in  an sw er to  A m a n d il 's  p r a y e r  ( p .  2 7 5 ) . As a 
r e s u l t  o f  th e  s a l v a t i o n  o f  th e  F a i t h f u l ,
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G ondor i s  e s t a b l i s h e d  on th e  s h o r e s  o f  
M id d le - e a r th ,  T h is  c o n s t i t u t e s  th e  re n e w a l 
o f  th e  Second Age and th e  c r e a t i o n  s t o r y  o f  
th e  T h ird  Age.
A lth o u g h  e v e ry  a g e  h a s  a r e n e w a l ,  i t  
n e v e r  q u i t e  b r in g s  th e  w o rld  up to  th e  s t a n ­
d a rd  o f  g o o d n e ss  t h a t  e x i s t e d  a t  th e  b e g in ­
n in g .  Each c r e a t i o n  i s  som ew hat l e s s  g lo ­
r i o u s  th a n  th e  one t h a t  p r e c e d e s  i t .  As we 
s h a l l  s e e ,  th e  e l v e s  m ust l o s e  many good 
th in g s  in  o r d e r  t o  c o n q u e r  e v i l  i n  th e  T h ird  
Age b e c a u s e  th e  w o rld  i s  w in d in g  down. I l u -  
v a to r  c r e a t e s  a p e r f e c t  w o rld  w hich  M elkor 
c o r r u p t s .  The V a la r  do th e  b e s t  th e y  c a n , 
b u t can  n o t  b r in g  i t  to  i t s  o r i g i n a l  g r a n ­
d e u r .  Num inor i s  o n ly  an  i s l a n d ,  f a r  rem oved 
from  th e  w ide w o r ld .  In  th e  T h ird  Age, n o t 
even an i s l a n d ,  b u t a c i t y  w i th in  an im p e r­
f e c t  c o n t i n e n t ,  i s  c r e a t e d .  T h u s, th e  r e ­
new al a r c h ty p e  d e g e n e r a te s  from  P e r f e c t  W orld 
to  S y m m e tr ic a l W orld r e s t o r e d  by th e  V a la r ,  
to  an I s l a n d  w i th in  a W o rld , to  a C i ty  b e ­
s ie g e d  on a l l  s i d e s  by e v i l .
The need  f o r  th e  G re a t  S a c r i f i c e  o f  th e  
C h r i s t i a n  s t o r y  e x i s t s  b e c a u se  o f  t h i s  d e ­
la y e d  b u t i n e v i t a b l e  d e g e n e r a t io n ,  c a u se d  by 
o r i g i n a l  s i n .  G a n d a lf  s u p p o r t s  t h i s  n o t io n  
o f  th e  th e  d e g e n e r a t io n  o f  th e  w o rld  w ith  
t h i s  s ta t e m e n t  in  The Two T o w e rs : "The e v i l  
o f  S au ro n  c a n n o t be w h o lly  c u re d  n o r made as 
i f  i t  had n o t  b e e n . " 9
The e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  G ondor, th e n ,  i s  
th e  c r e a t i o n  s t o r y  in  th e  T h ird  Age. D uring  
t h i s  tim e  o f g lo r y  in  G on d o r, S a u r o n 's  s p i r i t  
r e t u r n s  to  M o rd o r. He r e b u i l d s  i t  upon i t s  
o ld  f o u n d a t io n s  w h ich  have  n e v e r  been  d e ­
s t r o y e d ,  even  th o u g h  M ordor h a s  been le v e le d  
by th e  men o f N um inor. S au ro n  can  no lo n g e r  
make h im s e l f  lo v e ly  in  th e  e y e s  o f  th e  d i f ­
f e r e n t  r a c e s ,  so he t a k e s  a form  o f h o r r o r  
and becom es th e  b e a r e r  o f  th e  e v i l  w ish e s  o f 
M e lk o r. Even in  t h i s  s e c o n d a ry  r o l e ,  he 
f a n c i e s  h im s e l f  h i s  own m a s te r  and s e e k s  - to  
t o t a l l y  d o m in a te  th e  w hole o f  A rd a . He 
t e a c h e s  th e  e lv e s  o f  th e  Second Age th e  c r a f t  
o f  m aking m agic r i n g s  f o r  t h i s  p u rp o s e . At 
t h i s '  t im e  h i s  form  i s  f a i r  and he g a in s  t h e i r  
t r u s t .  T hese  m agic, r i n g s ,  made by e l f - c r a f t ,  
have n e v e r  been  to u c h e d  by S au ro n  a n d , t h e r e ­
f o r e ,  a r e  a b le  to  p ro lo n g  th e  m a g ic a l in  
M id d le - e a r th .  The m agic o f  th e s e  r i n g s  l i e s  
in  t h e i r  a b i l i t y  to  p r e s e r v e  a l l  t h a t  i s  good 
and to  b r in g  good o u t  o f  good and e v i l  a l i k e .  
S a u ro n , s e e in g  h i s  ch a n c e  to  d o m in a te  t h e s e  
r i n g s  and th u s  th e  e lv e s , a s  w e l l ,  f o r g e s  th e  
One R in g , th e  R ing o f  P ow er, w hich  i s  th e  
c a u se  o f  th e  War o f  th e  R ing in  th e  T h ird  
Age. T h is  R ing c o n ta in s  a g r e a t  am ount o f 
S a u r o n 's  own p o w e r ,  pow er w hich he a l lo w s  to  
p a s s  from  him i n t o  th e  r i n g ,  so  t h a t  th e  R ing 
can  c o n t r o l  th e  e l v i s h  r i n g s  a n d , t h u s ,  b r in g  
them  u n d er h i s  command. W ith th e  R in g , 
S au ron  can  c o n t r o l  th e  w o r ld ; w i th o u t  th e  
R in g , S au ro n  l o s e s  c o n t r o l ,  b u t r e t a i n s  much 
o f h i s  own pow er. I f  th e  R ing i s  d e s t r o y e d ,  
h o w ev er, S au ro n  i s  d is a rm e d . To d e s t r o y  th e  
R in g , th e n  i s  th e  m a jo r o b j e c t i v e  o f  th e  
a l l i e d  r a c e s  who o p p o se  S au ro n  in  th e  War o f 
th e  R in g .
S a u r o n 's  R ing sh o u ld  have been d e s tro y e d
a t  an e a r l i e r  t im e .  T h is  f a i l u r e  c a u s e s  t h e  
d e g e n e r a t io n  o f  th e  T h ird  A ge. I s i l d u r ,  
p r in c e  o f  G ondor, d u r in g  th e  f i n a l  b a t t l e  
w ith  S a u ro n , c u t s  t h e  One R ing from  S a u r o n 's  
f i n g e r ,  b u t d o es  n o t  th ro w  i t  i n t o  Mount 
Doom, i t s  p la c e  o f  f o r g in g  and th e  o n ly  f i r e  
h o t  enough  to  d e s t r o y  i t .  I n s t e a d ,  he k e e p s  
th e  R ing f o r  h i m s e l f . ^  T h is  i s  th e  G re a t  
S in  o f  th e  T h ird  Age w hich  b r in g s  on th e  
d e g e n e r a t io n  o f  th e  w o r ld .  C o n s e q u e n t ly ,  
S a u r o n 's  pow er re m a in s  and th e  R ing i s  draw n 
back  to  i t s  m ak e r. W hile  th e  p r in c e  i s  b e in g  
p u rs u e d  by O re s , I s i l d u r ' s  Bane s l i p s  from  
h i s  f i n g e r .  I n v i s i b l e  u n t i l  now, he i s  r e ­
v e a le d  and k i l l e d .  The R ing p a s s e s  from  
ow ner to  o w n er, from  G ollum , to  B i lb o ,  to  
F ro d o , and i t  i s  F ro d o  who f i n a l l y  c a r r i e s  i t  
to  i t s  d e s t r u c t i o n  a t  th e  end o f  th e  War o f  
th e  R in g . T h is  f u z z y - f o o t e d ,  t i n y  H o b b it 
p e r fo rm s  th e  s a c r i f i c e  t h a t  i s  th e  s e c u l a r  
s a l v a t i o n  o f  th e  T h ird  Age. The R in g 's  
s t r a n g e  power o f  a t t r a c t i o n  c a u s e s  an y o n e  who 
p o s s e s s e s  i t  to  make a f i n a l  c la im  o f  o w ner­
s h i p .  T h is  d e s i r e  f o r  th e  R ing consum es 
th o s e  who c a r r y  i t .  B ilb o  i s  th e  o n ly  b e in g  
to  e v e r  w i l l i n g l y  g iv e  i t  aw ay; F rodo  i s  h a rd  
p r e s s e d  to  d e s t r o y  i t .  B ut t h i s  s e l f - s a c r i ­
f i c e  b r in g s  on th e  r e g e n e r a t i o n  o f  th e  T h ird  
A ge. The e x i l e d  King i s  r e s t o r e d  to  pow er 
and S au ro n  i s  f i n a l l y  d e s t r o y e d .  B ut we can  
be a s s u r e d  t h a t  E v i l  w i l l  a r i s e  a g a in ,  f o r  a s  
G a n d a lf  s a y s  in  The R e tu rn  o f  th e  K in g : 
" O th e r  e v i l s  t h e r e  a r e  t h a t  may com e; f o r  
S au ro n  i s  h im s e l f  b u t a s e r v a n t  o r  e m is ­
s a r y ,." 10
S au ro n  i s  th e  u n w i t t in g  e m is s a ry  o f 
M o rg o th , th e  M elkor o f  The S i l m a r i l l i o n . By 
t h i s  tim e  S au ro n  s e e k s  t o  d o m in a te  c o m p le te ly  
and f o r g e t s  t h a t  h e ,  h im s e l f ,  i s  d o m in a te d  
by th e  w i l l  o f  a n o t h e r .  The P e r s u a s iv e  W ill  
t h a t  d o m in a te s  th e  w o rld  o f  th e  C h r i s t i a n  
m y th o lo g y  i s  S a ta n .  I t  i s  he who d i r e c t s  th e  
e v i l  i n  th e  w o r ld .  T o l k i e n 's  m y th , a s  w e l l  a s  
th e  C h r i s t i a n  s t o r y ,  w a i t s  f o r  th e  com ing o f 
a s a v i o r  who w i l l  d e s t r o y  t h i s  s o u rc e  o f  e v i l  
and th u s  b r in g  th e  h i s t o r i c a l  c y c le  to  an 
e n d . Time w i l l  be c a u g h t up in  e t e r n i t y .  We 
s e e ,  t h e n ,  t h a t  T o l k i e n 's  myth r e f l e c t s  th e  
C h r i s t i a n  v iew  o f  h i s t o r y ,  f o r  C h r i s t  i s  th e  
c e n t r a l  f i g u r e  o f  b o th  t a l e s ,  a l th o u g h  n o t  
c l e a r l y  f o r s e e n  e i t h e r  in  M id d le - e a r th  o r  in  
th e  Old T e s ta m e n t .  The w o rld  w ould 
d i s i n t e r g r a t e  a p a r t  from  d iv in e  re n e w a l .
A lth o u g h  e l f i s h  m agic  i s  gone from  th e  
w o rld  by th e  end o f  th e  T h ird  Age, th e  R e s u r­
r e c t i o n  o f  C h r i s t  b r in g s  a new k in d  o f  s p i r i ­
t u a l  a w a re n e s s  to  r a t i o n a l  b e in g s .  I t  i s  no 
lo n g e r  e m i s s a r i e s  o f  I l u v a t o r ,  th e  V a la r  o r  
a n g e l s ,  who d w e ll  among men and d i r e c t  t h e i r  
p a t h s ,  b u t th e  S p i r i t  o f  God, H im s e lf ,  th e  
Holy S p i r i t  o f  C h r i s t i a n i t y  and th e  S e c r e t  
F i r e  in  T o l k i e n 's  m yth . In  The S i l m a r i l l i o n  
i t  i s  c a l l e d  E a , w hich means "B e!"  ( p .  2 0 ) . 
T h is  S p i r i t u a l  F i r e  c a u s e s  a l l  to  "b e "  and 
th u s  r e c e i v e s  i t s  nam e. C h r i s t i a n i t y  c la im s  
t h a t  in  C h r i s t ' s  r e s u r r e c t i o n  and a s c e n s io n ,  
hum ankind h as  t h a t  S p i r i t  w o rk in g  in  i t .  An 
upw ard movement in  th e  c y c le  o f  h i s t o r y  i s  
th e  r e s u l t .  A lth o u g h  e v i l  c o n t in u e s  to  
th w a r t  good , Good, t h a t  i s  C h r i s t ,  h a s  
a l r e a d y  p r e v a i l e d  and th e  S p i r i t  o f  God i s  
now d i r e c t i n g  l i v e s  and m oving them  to w ard
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p e r f e c t i o n .  When th e  s o u rc e  o f d e a th  i s  
d e s t ro y e d  a t  th e  end o f  t im e , C h r i s t  w i l l  
r e ig n  in  a p e r f e c t e d  w o r ld .
T o lk ie n  sp e a k s  o f  C h r i s t ' s  r e s u r r e c t i o n  
a s  th e  e u c a ta s t r o p h e  o f  th e  G ospel s t o r y .  
A n a lo g o u s ly  i t  c o u ld  be s a id  t h a t  C h r i s t ' s  
seco n d  com ing i s  th e  E u c a ta s t ro p h e  o f  a l l  
h i s t o r y .  I t  i s  th e  sudden  happy tu r n  w hich 
s u r p r i s e s  e v e r y o n e .11 E very  myth h a s  i t  in  
i t s  r e t e l l i n g  o f  th e  r e g e n e r a t io n  s t o r y .  
When r i g h t  i s  a b o u t to  f a i l ,  r i g h t  p r e v a i l s ,  
and th e  w orld  i s  r e s t o r e d .  In  th e  C h r i s t i a n  
m yth , w hich T o lk ie n  s a y s  a l l  s t o r i e s  m i r r o r ,  
r i g h t  i s  c o m p le te ly  v i c t o r i o u s ,  and th e  u n i ­
v e r s e  i s  e v e n tu a l ly  r e tu r n e d  to  th e  c o m p le te ­
n e s s  w hich e x i s t e d  a t  th e  dawn o f t im e .
We have se e n  how e v e ry  age o f  M id d le -  
e a r t h  m ir r o r s  th e  C h r i s t i a n  t a l e  th ro u g h  th e  
fo u r  com ponents o f  c r e a t i o n ,  d e g e n e r a t io n ,  
s a c r i f i c e ,  and re n e w a l w hich  a r e  p r e s e n t  in  
some form  in  e v e ry  a g e .  Each age  i s  n o t 
p r e s e n te d  a s  C h r i s t i a n  a l l e g o r y ,  h ow ever. 
T h is  t a l e  i s  o f  a p r e - C h r i s t i a n  w orld  and 
do es n o t a l lo w  f o r  a o n e - to -o n e  c o r r e s p o n ­
den ce  o f i t s  c h a r c t e r s  and e v e n ts  w ith  th o s e  
o f  th e  C h r i s t i a n  m yth . But b e c a u se  T o lk ie n  
f e e l s  t h a t  any good myth r e f l e c t s  i t s  C h r i s ­
t i a n  c o u n t e r p a r t ,  he h as  c r e a t e d  a w orld  
p e rm ea ted  w ith  m e ssag es  from  t h i s  d e e p e r  
r e a l i t y .  The t h r e e  a g e s  o f  M id d le - e a r th  do 
n o t  r e t e l l  th e  l i f e  o f  C h r i s t ,  b u t th e y  p a r ­
a l l e l  th e  C h r i s t i a n  s t o r y .  T o lk ie n  h as  r e ­
m ained t r u e  t o h i s  m is s io n  o f  b e in g  a su b ­
c r e a t o r .  He d o es  n o t  copy th e  C h r i s t i a n  
t a l e ;  he u s e s  i t  a s  an exam ple f o r  h i s  own 
c r e a t i v e  e f f o r t s  b e c a u se  he i s ,  a s  he s a y s ,  
"made in  th e  im age and l i k e n e s s  o f  a 
m a k e r" . 12
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effort. And this light is still more powerful than many of the 
characters expect. Frodo tells Gandalf that he wishes Bilbo had 
killed Gollum when he had the chance, but when Frodo meets 
Gollum, he also pities him, and immediately allows himself to 
become dependent on Gollum as his leader. Gollum then leads 
Sam and Frodo faithfully through the Dead Marshes, showing 
not only his goodness, but also his courage. And during this 
passage through the Dead Marshes, “the hobbits were . . . 
wholly in the hands of Gollum.” (Vol. II, p. 293) Often Frodo 
is forced to trust and depend on Gollum, and often Gollum is 
true.
Gollum is given these chances to help in the destruction of 
the Ring because of pity, and because there is hope that he may 
yet recover from the corrupting influence of the Ring. All who 
are aware of his struggle can pity him, and all are convinced 
by Gandalf that regardless of his wretchedness there is always 
hope. Gandalf says that Gollum is “not wholly ruined,” (Vol. 
I, p. 86) and that “I have not much hope that Gollum can 
be cured before he dies, but there is a chance of it.” (Vol. I, 
p. 93) Because of Gandalf’s influence, the Elve’s also “hope 
still for his cure.” (Vol. I, p. 335) So there is awareness that 
although Gollum is dominated by evil he is “not altogether 
wicked.” (Vol. III, p. 381)
When Sam says to Gollum, “Gollum . . . would you like 
to be the hero,” (Vol. II, p.409) his words become portentous. 
Gollum does indeed become a hero. And when Sam says “even 
Gollum might be good in a tale” (Vol. II, p. 409) he again is 
correct. Because Gollum is good in the tale of the One Ring. 
When one looks at what Gollum literally does concerning the 
Ring, he must be considered heroic. After being under the 
absolutely evil power of the Ring for 478 years, and then losing 
the Ring to Bilbo, Gollum returns to lead Frodo through the 
Dead Marshes, shows the hobbits a secret way into Mordor 
(and warns them that it may be guarded), and on the way 
catches Sam rabbits for stew. And then in the ultimate heroic 
self-sacrifice, Gollum, with the good fraction in his mind finally 
overpowering the Ring’s evil, sees that Frodo cannot destroy 
the Ring, so consciously takes it from him and destroys it, thus 
saving Middle-earth.
And this ending fits perfectly into the religious schema of 
The Lord o f The Rings. Although the characters are not aware 
of it, evil can never triumph in Middle-earth. And although 
it often appears that evil will triumph within Gollum, it never 
can. Gollum becomes a symbol of the absolute persistence of 
good in Middle-earth.
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